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Introduction 

When we consider the present “battle for truth” that currently rages in America, there is a 

tendency to think of it mostly in terms of the contentious political and ethical issues that divide those 

who hold to traditional Christian values from the liberal Humanists who hold such power in the media 

and in our educational institutions. But this battle encompasses much more than just the realm of 

politics and ethics. As believers, we need to consider how our commitment to Christ and His Word 

affects not only our political and ethical convictions, but also the way we think about science, theology, 

philosophy, psychology, economics, law, and a host of other areas of contemporary thought. This 

collection of convictions is what we call a “worldview”. And it is in the area of worldviews that one of 

the greatest battles of our time is now being waged, a battle for our hearts and minds. 

 That’s what this book is all about – helping you recognize the source of some of the most 

influential, yet damaging ideas and values of our culture and understand the unbiblical (and unrealistic) 

assumptions about reality from which they arise. If you can understand the real differences between the 

Christian worldview and that of a Humanist, a Marxist, or a proponent of New Age thinking, you will be 

better prepared to defend God’s Truth. A clear understanding of worldviews will not only help protect 

you from deception, but it will also give you the tools to be a more effective witness for Christ in these 

confusing modern times. 

 As believers, our worldview should be based on the Bible and constructed around the person of 

Christ. An article in Newsweek magazine once suggested that “for Christians, Jesus is the hinge on which 

the door of history swings.” But, as this Newsweek writer was quick to point out, our faith commitment 

affects more than just our view of history. 

By any secular standard, Jesus is also the dominant figure of Western culture. Like the 

millennium itself, much of what we now think of as Western ideas, inventions and values finds its 

source of inspiration in the religion that worships God in his name. Art and science, the self and 

society, politics and economics, marriage and the family, right and wrong, body and soul – all 

have been touched and often radically transformed by Christian influence.1 

What Newsweek has noted here is the pervasive influence of faith upon every area of our lives.; not only 

how we act and the kind of lives we live, but also how we think and what things we hold to be most 

important. As Christians, our basic assumptions about life are formed by our central belief in the person 

and message of Jesus Christ. Those who do not hold to this basic commitment will usually come to some 

very different conclusions about life and what makes it worthwhile. 

 The cultural conflict that currently engulfs America and the West is designed to dethrone Jesus 

and replace the Biblical worldview with the ideas of fallible human beings. The attack on Christian ideals 

comes from a variety of different directions and in a number of areas. Let me offer just a few examples. 

Jesus taught that God created us male and female (Mark 10:6). But Darwin, Huxley, Russell, and their 



disciples disagree, suggesting that mankind is the product of chance and evolution. Jesus warns that we 

are not to fear those who may kill the body, but rather those who can destroy body and soul in hell 

(Matthew 10:28). But Wundt, Watson, and Skinner, along with their disciples, have created a psychology 

based on the conviction that man has no soul. Jesus claims that He and the Father area one (John 

10:30). But Nietzsche and his followers say there is no Father, that faith in God is a mark of weakness, 

and that every person can define their own morality. Jesus says we should love God and also love our 

neighbors as ourselves (Mark 12:30,31). But Marx and Lenin assert that there is no God and that we 

must eliminate the bourgeois class, by violence if necessary. Jesus tells us He is the resurrection and the 

life (John 11:25). But Dewey and his followers say there is no resurrection and that life is an accident of 

nature. And Jesus promises that He will prepare a place in heaven for those who love Him (John 14). But 

Freud and his disciples believe that all religion is just an illusion, wishful thinking, or chasing after “pie in 

the sky”. 

 It is clear that there is a great chasm of opinion between Christianity and the other worldviews 

with which it battles for the allegiance of our hearts and minds. As James Dobson suggests, this chasm 

creates a struggle of gigantic proportions: 

The [secular] humanistic system of values has now become the predominant way of thinking in 

most of the power centers of society. It has outstripped Judeo-Christian precepts in the 

universities, in the news media, in the entertainment industry, in the judiciary, in the federal 

bureaucracy, in business, medicine, law, psychology, sociology, in the arts, in many public 

schools and, to be sure, in the halls of Congress.2 

 The influence of this Humanistic way of thinking is prevalent in every sector of our lives. 

Consider, for example, the way that atheistic evolutionary thinking has become the accepted and 

undisputed truth within the scientific establishment and for those who are teaching the next generation 

of young people. Although the overwhelming majority of Americans believe in the existence of God, 

90% of the leadership of the National Academy of Sciences consider themselves to be atheists.3 Their 

atheistic dogma reaches into every public school of America via naturalistic evolutionary propaganda. 

Evolution is not treated as a theory, but as an unquestioned fact. “In China,” writes a Chinese 

paleontologist, “we can criticize Darwin, but not the government; in American, you can criticize the 

government, but not Darwin.”4 

 The atheistic premise has also had a frightening effect on the moral values of our culture, 

leaving America awash in cultural and ethical relativism.5 It has left many unsure that there can be any 

certainty about moral values. In our new politically correct environment, all cultures are believed to be 

created equal and beyond criticism (except, of course, Nazi culture which is selectively condemned) and 

our commitment to moral absolutes is tragically destroyed, especially in the area of sexuality. As Richard 

John Neuhaus has suggested, the majority of our major cultural issues right now are based upon 

changing (declining) values in the area of human sexuality. Neuhaus notes the comment by Modris 

Eksteins (in Rites of Spring, his historical study of the rise of modernism) that the issue of sexual morality 

became “a vehicle of rebellion against bourgeois [Christian] values.” 6 The newfound power of 



homosexual and feminist activists shows the fruit of the drift away from Christian commitments in this 

area. 

 It is clear that the agenda of the Secular Humanists is currently exerting a much greater impact 

on our culture than traditional orthodox Christianity. The Christian worldview has been, to a large 

degree, deliberately eradicated from the public square. The Secular Humanists have cleverly and 

methodically gain ascendancy over Christianity in the past two to three generations7 with an attack that 

has been concentrated and deliberate. Christian ideas and ideals have been under siege in all areas – 

including theology, philosophy, ethics, biology, psychology, sociology, law, politics, economics, and 

history. Led by thinkers such as Marx, Freud, Darwin, Nietzsche, Lenin, Stalin, Russell, Heidegger, 

Adorno, Lukacs, Gramsci, Sanger, Dewey, Kinsey, Sagan, Derrida, Foucault and a host of others, the 

various forms of Humanism have sought to replace Christ with their own versions of truth and influence 

the lifestyles of us all. 

 Years ago, Russian novelist Alexander Solzhenitsyn pointed to the weakness and the danger of 

the humanistic agenda for mankind, 

 There is a disaster… which has already been under way for quite some time. I am 

referring to the calamity of a despiritualized and irreligious humanistic consciousness… If 

humanism were right in declaring that man is born to be happy, he would not be born to die. 

Since his body is doomed to die, his task on earth evidently must be of a more spiritual nature. 

 But in spite of the wise cautions of men like Solzhenitsyn, the Secular Humanists proceed ahead 

with their own agenda. What they offer is essentially their own religious alternative to the Christian 

faith, a fully constructed worldview that ignores the reality of God. And make no mistake about it, the 

three major Humanist worldviews discussed in this book are all essentially religious worldviews. In our 

book, Mind Siege, Tim LaHaye and I have proven beyond a shadow of a doubt that Secular Humanism is 

a religious worldview.8 John Dewey even admits as much in his work, A Common Faith. In this book he 

stats, “Here are all the elements for a religious faith… Such a faith has always been implicitly the 

common faith of mankind.”9 We cannot afford to ignore the implications of such a statement. In light of 

these concerted efforts to offer a replacement for the Christian understanding of reality, we must take 

the time to understand both the beliefs of our adversaries in the battle for truth and search out what 

the Bible actually teaches about each of the major areas of human thought and culture. A deep 

understanding of truth is our greatest weapon in the battle at hand. 

 Though the forces of humanism are ranged mightily against us, I am convinced that this is a 

battle that can and must be won. For years, Summit Ministries has taught the basics of the Christian 

worldview to young people, helping equip them to more effectively engage our culture and bring the 

light of the gospel into the intellectual darkness of our times. My publisher and I saw the need to make 

these critical insights available to a wider audience in the form of this fact-filled, but easy to understand 

presentation. In the pages that follow, we will explore the differences between Christianity and three 

basic forms of the humanistic worldview: Secular Humanism, Marxism, and Cosmic (New Age) 



Humanism. We will try to understand what each of these philosophies teaches about society and the 

human condition, then contrast their erroneous conclusions with the truths found in Scripture. 

 I know that some may questions whether Marxism should be included in this list of influential 

philosophies, believing as many do, that Marxism came crashing down with the Berlin Wall. But such is 

not the case. Though its political and institutional forms may have changed, it still exerts a huge 

influence in the academic world and in various political and economic ideologies. The major elements of 

the Marxist worldview as outlined in this work (atheism, materialism, evolution, positive law, denial of 

soul and spirit, sexual liberation, socialism) are alive and flourishing in American universities, as well as 

in parts of Europe (both Eastern and Western), Russia, China, Cuba, and Latin America. 

 David Horowitz writes in Radical Son: A Generational Odyssey about his experience with 

Marxism in the academic world. “The situation in the universities was appalling. The Marxists and 

socialists who had been refuted by historical events were now the tenured establishment of the 

academic world… more Marxists could be found on the faculties of American colleges than in the entire 

former Communist bloc. The American Historical Association was run by Marxists, as was the 

professional literature association, whose field had been transformed into a kind of pseudo sociology of 

race-gender-class oppression.”10 Therefore, it remains important to consider the ongoing influence of 

this godless philosophical and economic system. 

 It is my hope that this book will help prepare Christians for engagement in a battle we cannot 

afford to ignore. We must not remain neutral in this titanic struggle for the hearts and minds of 

mankind. Elijah was not neutral when he confronted the prophets of Baal and Ashorah at Mt. Carmel (1 

Kings 18), and Paul was certainly not neutral when he confronted the Secular Humanists of his own day 

at Mt. Mars (the Stoics and the Epicureans) in Acts 17. The apostle to the gentiles (Romans 11:13) clearly 

understood their belief system and argued against them by demonstrating their weaknesses. 

 Beloved, we must do no less, lest every idea and belief that Christians hold dear, as well as the 

institutions based on those ideas and beliefs (home, church, state, education, occupation) be lost. James 

Russell Lowell put it like this: 

Once to every man and nation 

Comes the moment to decide 

In the strife of Truth and Falsehood 

For the good or evil side 

Then it is the brave man chooses 

While the coward stands aside. 

 It is too simplistic to contend that God, according to Hebrews 11:32-40, would have us be brave 

men and women and not cowards? I do not think it simplistic… but then you must decide for yourself… 

David A. Noebel 

April 2001 
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